
Richard Lazarus 
 
CURRENT 
 
River City: Delivered script for series 18 of the long-running BBC Scotland 
soap.  
 
Blood Lines: delivered episode 1 and series bible, for original series. 
Commissioned by BBC. 
 
EastEnders: regular writer on the BBC1 flagship series. After his first 
commission in 2006, Richard became a core writer in 2007, and has now 
written over 50 episodes.  
 
In 2013 he also created and wrote Tamwar Tales – a short form spin-off series 
for the EastEnders website. 
 
2015 
 
The Dumping Ground 3: completed an episode of the third series for CBBC. 
 
2013 
By Any Means: Co-created the series as part of a writing team with Tony 
Jordan and wrote the third episode of the first series for Red Planet/BBC1.  
 
Tamwar Tales – created and wrote EastEnders online spin-off series. 
 
2012 
Almost Dead, Nearly Funny: completed draft of original stage play. 
 
2010  
Being Jane Brown: comedy series co-created with Manjinder Virk, was 
picked up by Baby Cow/Henry Normal and commissioned to script by the 
BBC. 
 
2006 
Shopping Lists and Suicide Notes: half-hour TV adaptation of his full-length 
play, filmed over the course of a weekend. 
 
TAPS Drama Writer’s Course: Richard was chosen as one of six participating 
writers.  
 
2002 
The Glasshouse: first original feature script. 
 
Featurelab: invited to participate in Screen East’s writer development 
programme. 
 
Shopping Lists and Suicide Notes: two-handed tragicomedy produced at 
The Courtyard Theatre, London.  
“it comes achingly close to the bone” Time Out    
“brilliant...a deliciously dark evening” Islington Gazette 
 
1996 



Hoofprints In The Sand: wrote, produced and directed debut full-length play 
at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival – an absurdist tragicomedy that saw The 
Four Horsemen Of The Apocalypse mounted on exercise bikes.  
“the language of the play achieves an intriguing poetry” Jack Bradley, National 
Theatre  
 
Richard Lazarus was born and educated in London. He has also lived and 
worked in Italy, France and America. As a youth, Richard attended drama 
school and his acting credits include Vladimir in Waiting for Godot, Don John 
in Much Ado About Nothing, The Stage Manager in Our Town and Algernon in 
The Importance of Being Earnest.  
 
At the age of seventeen, Richard wrote his first play, Brush Up Your 
Shakespeare - a one act tragicomic romp through Shakespeare’s best bits set 
against the backdrop of a waxworks museum. Richard produced and directed 
the play to victory in a local schools drama competition against seven other 
published pieces.  
 
Richard’s passion for writing never left him, but remained buried under the 
weight of a string of interesting and varied career choices - retail manager, 
chartered accountant, pop promoter and lyricist to name but a few. 
 
There comes a point, however, when the lack of dramatic irony in a Balance 
Sheet becomes too much to bear and, ten years after the first, the second play 
was born. And so, at the age of twenty-seven, Richard wrote his first full-
length play, Hoofprints In The Sand.  
 
Events in his personal life, most significantly his brother’s suicide, then led 
Richard to turn his back on his writing and return to his business career. He 
spent three years creating and leading a Sales and Marketing division for the 
BBC and lived the dot com boom and bust as the Senior Vice President of 
Global Business Development for eyestorm.com, based out of New York.  
 
In 2001, in the wake of further twists in his personal life (his divorce and the 
dot com failure to name but two), Richard chose to confront the events of his 
life, both past and present, and made the decision to leave his successful Sales 
and Marketing career behind him once and for all in pursuit of his true calling 
-  and his third play, Shopping Lists and Suicide Notes, based largely on his 
own life experiences, ran at The Courtyard Theatre, London in October 2002.  
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